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[57} ABSTRACT

The invention discloses a legged panty having strategically-
located support panels for minimizing the appearance of
undesirable body bulges, particularly along a wearer’s stom-
ach, hips and thighs. The panty is circularly knit, and the
support panels are integrally knit using a modified knit
structure to provide these regions with a greater resistance to
stretching, particularly coursewise stretching. In a preferred
form of the invention, first and second support panels extend
vertically along the outer side of the leg portions, to corre-
spond with the outer thigh regions of a wearer. The panty
legs are finished via an integrally knit turned welt located at
their terminal ends. The panty also desirably includes a
U-shaped or anchor shaped support panel about the gluteal
crease region in order to provide support for the buttocks,
and additional yarn courses provide areas of added fabric
fullness, particularly at the regions corresponding to the
buttock cheeks. A stomach bulge control panel is also
disclosed, as are a method and blank for making the panty
with the body-contouring support panels.
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